
WHAT HAPPENS IF YOU DIE WITHOUT A WILL?
Your assets will be divided in accordance with the laws of intestacy which the flowchart 
below summarises.
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* The term children includes illegitimate and adopted children, but not stepchildren.
† If those relatives were not living at the date of your death but they left descendants who are, then those 
descendants would usually inherit the share their parent would have taken had they survived you.
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Your spouse or civil
partner will receive:
- all personal items
-the first £322k (free 
of tax) plus interest 
from death at Bank of 
England base rate
- one half of anything 
that remains
Children*† to receive 
half the balance
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* The term children includes illegitimate and adopted children, but not stepchildren.
† If those relatives were not living at the date of your death but they left descendants who are, then those descendants
would usually inherit the share their parent would have taken had they survived you.
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