
The Smoke and Carbon Monoxide 
Alarm(England) Regulations 2015

A Guide for Landlords in the Private Sector

The Smoke and Carbon Monoxide Alarm (England) Regulations 2015 came into force 
on 1 October 2015. 

From this date private sector landlords are required to have: 

(a) at least one smoke alarm installed on every storey of their properties and      

(b) a carbon monoxide alarm in any room containing a solid fuel burning appliance 
such as a coal fire or wood burning stove.

Landlords must make sure the alarms are in working order at the start of each new 
tenancy.

After that, tenants should take responsibility for their own safety and test all alarms 
regularly to make sure they are in working order. Testing monthly is generally 
considered appropriate. 

If tenants find that their alarm(s) are not in working order during the tenancy, they 
are advised to arrange the replacement of the batteries or the alarm itself with the 
landlord.

The regulations do not stipulate where the alarms should be placed, just that at 
least one smoke alarm should be on every storey and a carbon monoxide alarm in 
every room containing a solid fuel burning appliance.

The regulations do not stipulate the type of alarms (such as hard wired or battery 
powered) to be installed. Landlords should make an informed decision and choose 
the best alarms for their properties and tenants.

The regulations DO apply where the premises are let under an existing tenancy; 
therefore any property currently let will need to make arrangements to comply with 
these regulations.

The requirements will be enforced by local authorities who can impose a fine of up 
to £5,000 where a landlord fails to comply with a remedial notice. 

Landlords should be aware that the regulations do not contain all the fire safety

requirements which their premises may be subject to. There are fire safety 
requirements under other legislation which may be applicable, such as under Part 1 
of the Housing Act 2004 and the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005.

For more information please contact our team of specialists:

Bath: 01225 750 000

Sherborne: 01935 813 691

Wells: 01749 342 323

residential@md-solicitors.co.uk
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