
Royds Withy King and St John’s 

Chambers are delighted to invite 

you to their annual seminar held in 

association with Blake Morgan in 

Oxford and Mogers Drewett in Bath. 

The seminar aims to bring practitioners up to speed with all the latest 

developments in the world of contentious probate.

It is principally targeted at solicitors who are (or would like to be) involved in 

contentious probate work, but it would also be of interest to non-contentious 

lawyers, Will writing firms and professional executors.

Cost - £45 +VAT. Fee includes the full conference pack and refreshments 

throughout the afternoon.

CPD - 3 hours 

BSB & SRA accreditation 

Contentious Probate Update

Oxford Spires Hotel - Oxford 

11 October 2017

Midland Bridge House - Bath

2 November 2017



1.00 - 1.25 pm Registration and refreshments 

1.25 - 1.30 pm Welcome from Chair Charles Auld, Barrister, St John’s Chambers 

1.30 - 3.00pm 

“The outdated law on Wills needs an overhaul” Do you agree? Could this 
lead to the removal of the index finger from the corpse to verify a digital 
signature?! 

Amanda Noyce, Partner, Royds Withy King, 

Stephanie Walls, Partner, Blake Morgan (Oxford seminar) 

Luke Watson, Partner, Mogers Drewett (Bath seminar) 

Amanda and Stephanie / Luke will discuss the latest Law Commission report on Wills. 

There will be a chance to put forward your views in a questionnaire to be presented 

to the Commission following the seminar.

3.00 - 3.20 pm Afternoon tea

3.20 - 3.50 pm 

 
Trust Litigation Update

Christopher Jones, Barrister, St John’s Chambers

Christopher will consider some of the recent developments in trusts law, including 
the court’s approach to trustee exoneration clauses, the Family Division’s treatment 
of (alleged) sham trusts, and trustee disclosure obligations.

3.50 - 4.20 pm 

Ilott six months later – have 1975 Act claims changed in practice?

Oliver Wooding, Barrister, St John’s Chambers 

Oliver will discuss how judges have adapted to the Supreme Court’s “helpful” 

decision on quantum for maintenance claims under the 1975 Act, and the 

consequences for practitioners conducting such claims.

4.20 - 4.50 pm 

Statutory Wills

Alex Troup, Barrister, St John’s Chambers

Alex will review the law and procedure relating to statutory will applications in light 
of the recent decision of ADS v DSM [2017] EWCOP 8.

4.50 - 5.00 pm Question and answer session 

5.00 pm Drinks and canapés 

Programme



Your speakers

Charles Auld, Call 1980
St John’s Chambers 

Charles’s practice comprises 

both commercial disputes and 

more traditional chancery 

matters. He has appeared in 

many Inheritance Act and probate actions, but he 

always strives to find ways to settle such claims 
where it is possible “‘Charles is extremely personable, 

client-friendly, supportive and pragmatic.’ ‘Good at 

putting clients at ease.’” Chambers UK (2017).

Christopher Jones, Call 2004 
St John’s Chambers 

Christopher is a chancery 

and commercial specialist 

with particular emphasis on 

trust litigation and advice, 

contentious and non-contentious probate applications, 

real property litigation (particularly in relation to 

easements, restrictive covenants and contracts for 

the sale of land) and commercial and agricultural 

landlord and tenant disputes. He appeared in the High 

Court in Oatley & Ors v Oatley & Powney (2014) to 

act on behalf of the minor and unborn beneficiaries 
of a settlement, where the claimant trustees sought 

rectification. He is a full member of the Association of 
Contentious Trust and Probate Specialists (ACTAPS) 

and The Society of Trust and Estates Practitioners 

(STEP). “Christopher is particularly adept on trusts 

issues. His practice includes probate matters both 

contentious and non-contentious, landlord and tenant 

disputes and property litigation. ‘Excellent knowledge 

of all matters relating to trusts.’ ” Chambers UK, 

Chancery (2017).

Amanda Noyce, Partner 
Royds Withy King 

Amanda is a partner heading 

Royds Withy King’s specialist 

Inheritance & Trust Disputes 

team. She is a member of 

the Association of Contentious Trust and Probate 

Specialists (ACTAPS) and a member of the Society 

of Trusts and Estates Practitioners (STEP). Amanda 

specialises in the areas of contentious work including 

Wills disputes, trusts disputes, tax disputes and 

negligence actions against professionals. Amanda is 

described in the Legal 500 as “unflappable” and her 
team ”achieves good results for its clients time and 

time again.” She is described as a “leader of the field” 
in both Legal 500 and Chambers HNW.

Alex Troup, Call 1998 
St John’s Chambers 

Alex has a chancery practice with 

a particularly strong emphasis on 

property and probate matters, 

being ranked as the only star 

individual on the Western Circuit by Chambers UK. 

His practice includes both advisory and contentious 

work relating to trusts, Wills and the administration of 

estates, including claims based on proprietary estoppel 

and under the Inheritance (Provision for Family and 

Dependants) Act 1975. “Alex’s practice takes in 

disputes between farming landlords and tenants, and 

he is an expert in proprietary estoppel claims. ‘He’s 

really formidable in the area. He’s client-friendly, very 

impressive on paper and a fantastic performer in 

court.’ ” Chambers UK (2017).

Stephanie Walls, Partner 
Blake Morgan 

Stephanie is a partner in 

Blake Morgan’s litigation and 

dispute resolution division and 

a member of Blake Morgan’s 

Succession and Trust Litigation team, specialising 

in contentious work. Stephanie has over 30 years 

of experience of litigation, including contentious 

probate and trust disputes, Inheritance Act 1975 and 

professional negligence claims.  

Luke Watson, Partner 
Mogers Drewett 

Luke is a partner in the Dispute 

Resolution team at Mogers 

Drewett, specialising in property 

and commercial litigation. His 

extensive experience in this area has led to the 

development of a niche practice in disputed wills, 

trusts and estates. Luke regularly conducts seminars 

with other professional lawyers and is a member 

of the Bristol Law Society, the Law Society’s Civil 

Litigation Section, a full member of ACTAPS and a 

member of the Property Litigation Association. 

Oliver Wooding, Call 2009 
St John’s Chambers 

Oliver has a commercial 

and chancery practice, 

with particular interests in 

contentious and non-contentious 

probate, property, and professional negligence. Oliver 

is regularly instructed in a variety of contentious 

and non-contentious probate matters as both a 

barrister and mediator. He is an associate member of 

ACTAPS and gives regular talks in the subject area. 

He appeared successfully for the claimant in the first 
reported case to consider s. 67 Adoption and Children 

Act 2002 and the construction of a Will – Hardy v 

Hardy [2013] EWHC 83 Ch, [2013] All ER (D) 214 

(Jan). His other contentious probate experience 

includes; appearing on behalf of the claimant 

successfully challenging a Will on the grounds of 

testamentary capacity; advising and appearing at 

mediation on behalf of a defendant executrix in a 

claim for an account and her removal.



Seminar Booking form

Seminar Oxford - 11 October [   ]      Bath - 2 November  [   ]

Firm

Booking contact name

Booking contact email 

Delegate 1

Delegate email address

Delegate 2

Delegate email address

Delegate 3

Delegate email address

Address

Phone 

Dietary requirements?

Total tickets required

Payment amount 
(£45+VAT - £54 pp)

Payment method Cheque  [    ]

BACS     [    ]

Invoice required 
Tick here if you require an invoice/receipt [   ] 

This booking form is not a VAT invoice.

Please return your booking form and payment to Miriam Percy at Royds Withy King, Midland Bridge 
House, Midland Bridge, Bath, BA1 2FP or email events@roydswithyking.com. Please note your booking 

will not be confirmed until payment is received.

Cheques should be made payable to ‘Withy King LLP’. 

BACS Payment 
Bank:   HSBC Bank Plc, 45 Milsom Street, Bath BA1 1DU

Account name: Withy King LLP

Sort code:  40-09-19 Account no: 72553813

Please quote the reference ‘CONPRO17’ and then your firm’s name (for example: “ref: CONPRO17 RWK”).

T&Cs

Cancellation: Any cancellations received with less than 48 hours’ notice will not be entitled to a refund. This is 

to cover catering and administrative costs related to the seminar. 

Confirmation of registration: If you have not received confirmation of your registration one week before the 
conference, please telephone 0800 051 8066.  

Substitute delegates: Substitute delegates will be accepted at any time – please telephone   

0800 051 8066  to let us know the name of the substitute. 

If you have any enquiries, please call 0800 051 8066  or email events@roydswithyking.com


